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The coming summer holiday will see
hefty price spikes whether you fly or
stay here in Ireland
Ten things that will cost you more on your holidays

Louise McBride  
June 05 2022 02:30 AM

Irish holidaymakers could have to pay
more for their package holidays than
they were quoted when they originally
booked their trip as rising fuel costs hit
home, the Irish consumer watchdog –
the European Consumer Centre Ireland
(ECC Ireland) – has warned.
Under EU law, travel agents are allowed
to revise the price of package holidays
in certain circumstances – such as
variations in fuel costs, changes in
government tax, and currency
fluctuations.
“Unfortunately, I think we’ll see price
increases for package holidays this year
– due to [rising] fuel costs and the
shortage of accommodation and car
rental,” said Diana Valentine, a
spokeswoman with ECC Ireland.
“We could see notifications of price
increases [should they arise] arrive by
June or July.”
The Irish Travel Agents Association
(ITAA), however, has said that Irish
travel agents won’t impose any
additional charges on package holidays
booked for this year. “It may happen
next year if fuel costs continue to rise
and if the [Ukraine] war continues but

The departures gate at Terminal 1 in
Dublin Airport last week after days of
long queues and missed flights. Photo:
Colin Keegan, Collins Dublin
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for those who booked package holidays
this year, it won’t happen,” said Pat
Dawson, ceo of the ITAA.
There is some evidence in Europe of
fuel costs starting to push up the price
of package holidays. Consumers who
booked summer travel package holidays
on certain routes with the Belgian tour
operator TUI Belgium have recently
been asked to pay an additional charge
– due to the increase in fuel prices.
Only customers who opted for TUI
Belgium’s ‘fuel protection system’ are
exempt from the additional charges.
Under EU law, there are a number of
rules which travel agents must abide by
if revising the price of a package
holiday.
The price increase cannot be made
within 20 days of the departure date of
the holiday. Also, where the price of the
holiday increases by more than 8pc, the
consumer has the right to cancel their
holiday free of charge – and to get a full
refund of the amount they have paid for
their holiday to date.
“I’d expect most companies will stay
within the 8pc price rise window [if
increasing the price of a package
holiday],” said Valentine.
Pricier package holidays are just one of
the higher costs that people may face in
the first post-pandemic summer. What
else can you expect to pay more for this
summer?

Business Newsletter
Read the leading stories from the world of
business.

Enter your Email Address Sign
Up

1 Car hire
You could have to pay more than twice
as much to hire a car overseas this
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summer as you did pre-pandemic or
indeed last year, according to research
by various consumer groups.

Prices have shot up due to a surge in
demand for, and serious shortage of,
rental cars.
Visitors to European holiday hotspots
in Portugal, Cyprus, Greece, Italy,
mainland Spain and the Spanish
Balearic islands (which
includes Majorca and Menorca) are
likely to be hit with some of the worst
car rental price spikes.
In Italy, car rental prices in the airports
of Milan, Rome, Turin and Naples are
up to 100pc more expensive this
summer than they were last June,
according to research by the Italian
consumer association,
Federconsumatori.
Car rental is already very expensive in
Greece, even for small and economy
cars, according to Valentine, who has a
holiday booked in Greece this summer.
“In May, I found that there were hardly
any cars left across all categories and
prices are extraordinarily high
compared to the last time I was there in
2018,” said Valentine.
The British consumer association,
Which? has warned that some holiday
destinations could have no cars to rent
at all at peak holiday times this year.
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The cost of car rental is so high that it is
almost dictating whether or not a
holiday can go ahead.
“Previously when arranging a holiday,
you’d book your flight first, then your
accommodation and then your car
rental,” said Eoghan Corry, editor of Air
& Travel magazine. “Today people are
checking car rental prices first before
booking their flights and hotel.”
Booking early through a local operator
is probably your best chance of getting
a somewhat reasonable car rental rate
this summer.
“We found local operators often offer
the cheapest rates and you can book
with one securely using a trusted
broker,” said Rory Boland, Editor
of Which? Travel. “Avoid paying for
pricey extras from rental companies,
such as satnavs, and child seats – bring
your own if you can.”
2 Holiday souvenirs and meals
“On-the-ground costs for holidays
abroad – such as meals, gifts, shopping
and accommodation – have become
more expensive,” said Corry. 
3 Airport transfers
Expect to pay more for private airport
transfers this summer as these have
also become pricier, according to Corry.
This is largely as a result of the surge
in fuel costs and higher demand.
4 Pet minders
Huge demand for catteries and kennels
this summer – coupled with the rise in
pet food and heating costs – could see
you paying more to have your pet
minded this year than you did pre-
pandemic. Some catteries have
increased their prices by 20pc or more
this summer, citing increased running
costs. The huge growth in pet
ownership during the pandemic –
coupled with summer 2022 being the
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first summer since the pandemic that
many are holidaying abroad – has led
to record demand for many kennels and
catteries this summer. 
5 Irish road trip
Filling up the tank for your Irish road
trip will cost you more this summer
than last.
“The overall cost of running a car is
between about €700 and €800 a year
more expensive than it was two years
ago,” said Paddy Comyn, spokesman for
Automobile Association Ireland. “We
expect diesel in particular to go up in
price again over the summer.”
Driving a bit slower can help reduce
your fuel bill, according to Comyn.
“Drive safely in the left-hand lane at
100km an hour rather than 120km an
hour,” said Comyn. “You’ll save north of
20pc on fuel by doing so, depending on
the car.”
Packing light can also help.
“Regularly people tend to bring more
than they need with them when going
on holiday and this will push up the fuel
bill,” said Comyn.
6 Irish holiday home
The cost of hiring an Irish holiday home
shot up during the pandemic and the
return of overseas tourists this year will
likely lock in, or further push up, those
prices.
“The price of the Irish holiday home is
probably overheated already – as a lot
of our holiday home is high end as it’s
focussed on the US tourist market
where there’s more money,” said Corry.
“If staycationing, the bottom half of the
Wild Atlantic Way (which includes
Kerry and Cork) will typically be pricier
than the top half (which includes Sligo
and Donegal).”
A family of two adults and two children
could easily pay more than €1,500 a
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week to hire a holiday home popular
parts of Kerry this summer, such as
Dingle and Ballinskelligs.
“Holidaying in the Midlands will be
cheaper,” said Corry.
7 Festival tickets
Ticket prices for summer festivals and
shows are set to increase due to rising
insurance premiums and soaring costs,
event organisers have warned.
Already there is evidence that ticket
prices for some of the larger festivals
are as much as a fifth higher than they
were pre-pandemic.
A three-day weekend ticket to the
Longitude festival in Dublin’s Marlay
Park this July costs €239.50 for
example. In 2019, which was the last
time before the pandemic that the
festival was held, a weekend ticket cost
€199.50. 
8 Summer camps
You could have to pay 10pc more (or
higher) to send your child to a summer
camp this year than you did before the
pandemic. 
For example, it costs €215 to send two
children to a Let’s Go summer camp in
Wicklow for a week this summer – up
from €195 in summer 2019. It costs
€135 to send two children to a GAA
Culcamp for a week this summer – up
from €115 in summer 2019.
9 Air fares
A number of airlines have warned that
they will eventually have to push up
their flight prices as a result of rising
fuel costs. Airlines are allowed to
charge fuel surcharges and such
charges, if applicable, will be built into
the price of your ticket. 
“Once you’ve paid for the flight ticket
however, the price can’t change,” said
Valentine.
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This summer, it could be higher
demand for holidays, rather than fuel
costs, which will push up flight prices as
most airlines have hedged their fuel
costs.
Being clever with your choice of holiday
destination can help keep the price of
your flight down.
“Keep an eye out for new routes – such
as Dublin to Alghero in Sardinia,
Dublin to Nimes in France and Dublin
to Madeira,” said Corry. “It tends to be
cheaper to fly into a new route for the
first year the route is up and running.”
You may also be able to get cheaper
flights by flying into a country with a lot
of airline capacity (the total amount of
seats airlines expect to offer on a
particular route). Croatia is one
destination worth considering in this
regard, according to Corry.
Aviation crises are often followed by
higher air fares. “Air fares rose after the
ash cloud in Iceland in 2014 for
example – it’s a crisis-effect,” said
Valentine. “But the crisis-effect may be
longer this time around due to energy
uncertainty and the war.”
10 What to do about that flight
cancellation
Flight cancellation at short notice
The cancellation of around 200 flights
by the UK airline Easyjet in late May
was a stark reminder of just how
quickly travel plans can be turned
upside down.
The flights were cancelled at short
notice due to issues with IT systems.
So as the busy summer travel season
kicks off, it’s important to know where
you stand in the event that your travel
plans are upended.
Under EU law, you’re entitled to
rerouting or a refund of the cost of the
unused ticket if your airline cancels
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your flight. You may also be entitled to
some compensation. The amount of
compensation ranges from €250 to
€600, depending on the type of flight.
Passengers may be entitled to
compensation in various situations,
including if a flight is cancelled or
delayed due to a technical problem. An
airline however cannot be held
responsible for technical problems
outside of its control – such as damage
to the aircraft caused by acts of
sabotage or terrorism – and so
compensation would not be payable
here.
Does EU law always cover me?
No. You are only entitled to the air
passenger rights offered under EU law
if you are flying within the EU, if you
are flying out of any EU airport, or if
you are arriving into the EU with an EU
carrier or a carrier from Iceland,
Norway or Switzerland.
Check the air passenger rights of the
country you are flying in when
travelling outside the EU. Most
countries have some form of air
passenger rights – but they may not be
as good as the ones offered within the
EU.
EU rules on air passenger rights no
longer apply to cases of denied
boarding, cancellations or delays to
flights from the UK to the EU if your
flight was operated by a UK carrier or
another non-EU carrier. However, EU
rules continue to apply if your flight
from the UK to the EU was operated by
an EU carrier, unless you have already
received compensation or benefits
under UK law.
What are my rights if my airline
cancels flight last minute?
Under EU law, in the event that your
airline cancels your flight at the last
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minute, it must offer you a flight to the
same destination that you had a ticket
to fly to. You are entitled to a number of
things should you have to wait for that
flight including a certain amount of free
drinks and meals, free hotel
accommodation if you have to wait for
the delayed flight for one or more
nights, free hotel accommodation if
your stay needs to be extended due to
the delay, and free transport from the
airport to the hotel accommodation and
back.
Can airlines always be held
responsible for flight
cancellation?
No. Under EU law, there are grounds
whereby airlines can refuse to pay
compensation. These include poor
weather, an unannounced air traffic
control strike, or terrorism as well as
exceptional circumstances such as a
volcanic eruption, floods or civil wars.
What about ferry crossings?
Under EU law, should your sailing be
cancelled, you are entitled to a refund
of your ticket or a rerouting to your
final destination at no extra cost.


